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Sir: 



This is a Petition to Withdraw the Holding of Abandonment of the above- 
identified patent application. The facts of such abandonment are as follows. A Notice of 
Abandonment, mailed on November 27, 2002, indicates that the above-identified patent 
application went abandoned for "applicants' failure to timely or properly reply to the 
Notice to File Missing Requirements mailed on June 27, 2002." However, as indicated in 
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the Notice to File Missing Requirements, the time period for responding to the Notice of 
Missing Requirements may be extended by filing a petition and fee for extension of time 
under the provision of 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a). Since the 2-month time period for reply to this 
Notice to File Missing Requirements fell on August 27, 2002, a 5-month extension of 
time until January 27, 2003 is available. 

Accordingly, it is submitted that the Notice of Abandonment for the above- 
identified patent application was issued in error and should be withdrawn for the reasons 
set forth above. Applicants' present submission to the Notice to File Missing 
Requirements with a request for a 5 month extension of time until January 27, 2003, is 
considered timely. 

It is believed that this Petition is necessitated by an error on the part of the PTO 
and therefore no fee is required. However, if any fee is necessary in connection with this 
Petition, please deduct such fee from Deposit Account No. 16-2500 of the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted 
PROSKAUER ROSE LLP 
Attorney for Applicants 



Date: January 23, 2003 




Charles Guttii^ 
Reg. No. 29,161 



PROSKAUER ROSE LLP 
1585 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
(212) 969-3000 
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